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Pune: Sanjay Chahande, a
1988 batch EAS officer and direc-
tor general of the Yashwantrao
Chavan Academy of Develop-
ment Administration (Yasha-
da), will take charge as the
acting vice-chancellor (VO)
of the University of Pune (UoP)
on Thursday.

State governor and chancel-
lor K Shankaranarayanan ac-
cepted, on Wednesday, the resig-
nation of incumbent VC, R K
Shevgaonkay, who will hand
over the charge fo Chahande.
Shevgaonkar has been appoint-
ed director of the Indian Insti-
tuteof Technology (II'D), Delhi

Chahande (49), an MBBS de-
gree-holder, will be the second
acting VC of the UoP in the Iast
three years and will hold the
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Chahande is acting varsity VC

Process To Appoint Full-Time Vice-Chancellor Of The UoP To Start Soon

charge in addition o his exist
ing responsibility as Yashada
chief The thenpro-VC Arun Ad-
sool had held the officiating
chargebetween August2009 and
March 2010.
Chahandealsohasamasiers
degree in sociology from the
prestigious London School of
Feonomics and Political Sed
enceand amasters in public ad-
ministration from the Syracuse
University in New York, USA.

A senior officialfrom the Raj
Bhavan told TOIL, “The process
for appointment of a new full-
time VC will beginsoon. A three-
member search panel, headed
by a former Supreme Court or
high court judge and two emi-
nent members, will be constitu-
ted by theend of thismonth.”

According to the state gov-
ernment’s new policy for ap-
pointmentof VCs, introduced in
2010, the search panel will re-
lease advertisements inviting
applications from qualtified can-
didatesforthe varsify’s topjob.

“After the scrutiny of such
applications, eligible candi-
dates will be called for an inter-
active session with the panel
members, to present their vi-
sion and views about the UoP's
fature progress. A shortlist of
successtul candidates will then

beforwardedtothe governorfor
final selection,” theofficial said.

Going by pastexperience, an
offictating VC’s tenure remains
for six to eight months to enable
the appoiniment process for a
full-time VC to take place.

During this period, the offi-
ciating VC's prime role will be
that of a caretaker head inrun-
ning the varsify’s day-to-day ad-
ministrative affairs smoothly.
The laws governing the state
universities donot provide pow-
ersiganacting VC totake policy
decisions.

Incidentally Chahande will
bethesecond IAS officer fo head
the UoP after the then Yashada
chief Ratnakar Gaitkwad, who
held the officiating post be-
tween TFebruary and August,
2006, following the end of Ashok
Kolaskar’sfive-year termas VC.
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Gaikwad, who is now state
chief secretary and head of
Yashada’'s 13-member board of
governors, had an eventful
term, owing to the fast pace of
administrative reforms he had
set at the UoP besides chalking
outaRs 1,000 crore ambitious al-
beit controversial Master Plan
for transforming the university
intoaworld class ingtitution.

Chahande began as an as-
sistant collector of Sangamner
and Jalgaon in 1991 and has
since held several important
postings including chief execu-
tive officer of Nanded Zilla Par-
ishad; director of social welfare
in Pune; collector of Mumbai
and Mumbai suburban dis-
tricts; divisional commissioner
of Nashik and secretary to state
department of women and child
development.
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The big test

Engineering colleges, including I1Ts, may
determine entry through a common test

HE Indian Institutes of Tech-

nology enjoy their cachet at

least partly on the basis of
their _ferociously competitive

entrange test —— the idea that onee, ,

you're past the gates, you are ush-
ered into an aristocracy of the intel-
lect, no matter what your social con-
text is. Now, the council of ITTs and
the HRD ministry are planning a
radical change. They propose a
common entrance aptitude test to
replace the I[IT joint entrance exam-
Ination as well as those currently in
place at various state engineering
colleges, and one that could possi-
bly be adopted by private colleges
too. While the plan is still being
worked out, one of the stated aims
is to provide an SAT-like standard,
to expand access and make for
greater diversity, and possibly
minimise the skews created by
coaching classes that only a section
of applicants can afford, in terms of
finances and time.

The Scholastic Assessment Test
was created as a pure intelligence
test, based on an ethic of equal
opportunity for everyone — one
that could separate innate academic
ability from family background and
quality of schooling. While erasing
the weight of privilege and history

might be more difficult to realise
than the idealistic champions of the
SAT imagined, it is a rough and
ready instrument for its purpose, to
sort admissions to American ¢ol-
leges. How will that idea be modi-
fied for entry into specialised
engineering programmes? While
the HRD ministry’s intentions are
commendable, success depends
entirely on how the test is designed.

However, having a common exa-
mination for public engineering
schools is clearly a better system. A
single entrance test for MBBS and
postgraduate medical programmes
has already been approved — one
that is expected to cut through the
thicket of examinations in different
states (as many as 10 to 15), which
presented logistical challenges as
well as financial ones. Less well-off
students were forced to limit the
number of competitive tests they
could take. Having a single measure
to evaluate all contenders also crea-
tes a standard — it makes for more
meaningful assessment between
various student populations in
India, and makes global vetting eas-
jer. Given how many students stake
their futures on these tests, the HRD
ministry must make sure it crafts the
right standards for the test.
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Vineeta Pandey & NEW DELH

The government will scrap all
engineering entrance eXams
from 2013-14. It has also
come up with a novel idea of
hiking tuition fees; studests
will not feel the pinch during
the course of study, but they
will have to pay up once they
get a joh.

Currently, wvarious state
boards and institutions, in-
cluding the HT5s, conduct at least
150 entrance exams every year,
The government decided to
dump al such exams, includ-
ingthe HT-JEEand the AIEEE, at

’

a meeting of HT Councit (T di-

rectors) and officials from the -

ministry of human resource
development [HRD). Unicn
HRD minister Kapil Sibal
chaired the meeting.

“There will be one merit
Hst. Institutes, including the
HTs, will have to pick up stu-
dents from this Hst,” Sibal said.
“The list witl be hased on Std
12 marks and the entrance
test results. Also, students will
be counselied before they
choose a course.” This test will
besimilar to the comumonen-
trance exam for medical
courses beginning next year.

HTs will have to pick students
from a single merit list

While rejecting the report
of the Anil Kakodkar Comumit-
tee that had suggested a five-
fold fee hike for lfTs (BTech and
Mtech programmes), the gov-
ernment, in principie, ap-

Goodbye IIT-JEE; 1
test from 2013

From pl

“At present, the fees are
nominal because of govern-
ment subsidy,” he said. “The
actual cost works out to
nearly RsG-8 iakh per stu-
dent. Students can surely
pay back this amount in easy
instalments, considering the
plush johs they land with
once they get their degrees.”

But the government
wants a foclproof system in
place to ensure students pay
back the difference money.
The degrees, which will
saon be in a DMAT format,
will refiect the difference
money as loan and employ-
ers will be asked to deduct

it from a student’s salary
and deposit it with the gov-
ernment.

The government knows
that several states might op-
pose its plan of a commeoen
entrance test for engineering
courses because a large
chunk of engineering col-
leges comes under state
purview. But it is confident
of having the support of state
govermments because of the
Supreme Court crder in
favour of a common en-
trance exam for medical
courses. Sibal said that the
Centre woutd discuss the
matter with all state educa-
tion ministers and represen-
tatives of all state boards.

proved a fee hike. Sibal said
students would continue pay-
ing Rs50,000 as annual fee, but
they would have to "pay hack”
the difference money — the
fee paid by a student and the
meney spenton him by an T
~ once they get a joh.

Those from the SC/ST and
0BC categories and students
going for higher education or
joining an #T faculty would be
exempted from this policy.
The exemption wouid en-
courage students to take up
research work and meet the
faculty shortage, Sibal said.

@ Tum to ph
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A Common Test

It’s a sweeping education reform idea
P :
whose time has come

ith not asingleIndian university featuring in the top 200, the 2011 QS
R }g ; World University Rankingsmakefor grimreading. Infact, all Indian
varsities figuring in the list have seen a significant slide in their
positions.IIT Bombay-the highest ranked Indian institutelast year-dropped
38 places to 225, while IIT Delhi - this year’s top Indian institute - fell 16 places
tofinish up at 218. Instead of aiming for academic excellence Indian universi-
ties have, by and large, become factories for churning out degree holders.
Given many aspirants and few opportunities, the education system also
inflicts extraordinary stress on students. While the case for educational
reform has been obvious for a long time, the council of IITs has come up with
aninnovative suggestion inthisregard. It has pitched foranational common
entrance aptitude test for admissions to engineering programmes across
colleges. This would replace the current system of a joint entrance exam
(JEE) for IITs and separate tests for state engineering colleges. To reduce the

clout of coaching institutes, weightage is also sought to be given to class XII.

exam results.

., H the suggestions are adopted it
would certainly reduce clutter in the
system and therefore stress on students;
although there is scope to simplify the
system further. Engineering aspirants
would need to appear for only one test,
instead of devotingyearsof theirlivesto
the taxing JEE and a plethora of other
tests. But there are problems if one tries
to incorporate class XII results into the
cumulative test score. Different boards
have different standards and marking

systems. A better approach would be to allow each institute to devise its own

criteria for admission, and decide what weightage it will assign to the
common aptitude test as well as to class XII results from different boards.

Moreover, thereisnoreason why the common aptitude test cannot bedesigned

for admissions to colleges and universities across the board, rather than just

for engineering institutes. After all, the Scholastic Aptitude Test in the US
works in this way,

Such a system would radically reduce clutter for students who may not
have decided what stream they wish to get into. Moreover, it would give
colleges and universitiesthe freedomtoset their own criteria of admission. If
they are to be pulled cut of the quagmire they are in at present, the need of the
hour istopush for autonomy and implement processes that allow universities
a freer hand to decide on admissions, curriculum, funding and teaching
methodology. Quality cannot be engineered from above. A centralised system
will only spread the mediocrity all round.
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CET for ITT\NIT, fee hike for IT'T?

Both Decisions Must Be Approved By State Govts & FM

Akshaya Mukul | Tan

New Dethi: HT Council on Wednesday
decided to have a common entrance test
for HTs/NITs, staie governmenti-run
and private engineering colleges
throughout the country from 2013, It al-
so decided to go in for a complicated fee
hike structure. But there isa
catch—boththedecisions are
subject to approval from the
state governments and the fi-
nance ministry. Incase it does
not meet the states’ approval,
only HTs/NITs — under the
ceniral government — would
havea common entrance test.

The fee structure decided
by the Council, the highest decision-
making body of the s, is complex,
While all students at the time of admis-
sion will pay the existing fee, affer they
pass out 20% of students (other than
S5Cs/8Ts/QOBCs)y whocan afford thehike
of Rs1.5 lakh to Rs 21akh suggested by
Anil Kakodkar commitiee, would be
made to pay the amount to their institu-
tions ineasy installments,

As o how it would be implemented,

HERD minister Kapil Sibal said employ-
ers would pay to the HT. Asked how this
would be ensured, Sibal said under the
proposed law that would allow demate-
rialisation of certificates in electronic
format, emplovers would cross-check
the validity of certificates from govern-
mentandthentheywouldbetoldtopaya
part of salary directly to the
institute. But there were no
clear answers {o other ques-
tions: What happens o a stu-
dentwho startshis own busi-
ness? What happens o
students who join a foreign
firm in a foreign country?
Oneofficial asserted that the
studentswould havetosigna
bond at the time of admission,

Sibal said the pavback by 25% stu-
dents would notapply if he joins M. Tech
and subsequenily PhD. He would be
charged oniv after he joins a firm. Ex-
ception would also be given 1o students
who after PhD join the T faculty. Rea-
son: There is a dearth of good faculiy in
H'Ts. But, Sibal said, the entire formula-
tion onfee has to meet the approval of fi-
nance ministry As for the common en-

trancetest, whathasbeen decided by the
T Ramaswamicommitiee is a new kind
of Joint Entrance Examination where
weightage would be given to class X1
marksof studentsand aScholastic Apti-
tude Test-kind of test. In fact, the com-
mitiee has given various options and no
final decision has been taken on which
ontion will be adopted. Again, as Sibal
said it had not been decided how much
weightage would be given to class X1
marks and the SAT-like test. The marks
scored by students in class XII would be
"normalized’ through aformuladevised
byexpertsof the Indian StatisticalInsti-
tute. But the experis favoured the nor-
malization system after doing a pilot
study of only fouroutof 42boards in the
country, They studied the result pat
terns of CBSE, ISE, Tamil Nadu and
West Bengal Boards.

It also needs to be pointed out that
normalization as a method has been
abandoned by BITS, Pilani, and even in
the USA . Lastvear, whenacommitiee on
JEE reforms under D Acharya, director
of II'T, Kharagpur, suggested normalisa-
tion i was opposed by many state
hoards.
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Sound proposal on ITTs

THE Union Human Resource Development
(HRD) ministry must be commended for its
proposal to increase the fees at the Indian
Institutes of Technology (IITs), while at the
same {ime making students pay the hiked
amount only after they get a job.

HRD minister Kapil Sibal’'s estimate of
Rs 2-2.5 lakh as annual expenditure per stu-
dent covers only the operational costs and
the total figure will obviously be much higher.
It is, therefore, important that the IITs be
allowed to recover a respectable part of that
amount, especially keeping in mind the need
to provide them with greater autonomy.

The fourfold increase in tuition fees that the
Anil Kakodkar committee has recommended
is aimed at giving the IITs greater financial
autonomy by helping them recover about 30
per cent of the total expenditure. As a matter
of principle, the costs should be recovered
from those who can afford them, while those

who cannot should be provided scholarships
or tuition waivers.

The HRD ministry’s proposal will place the
burden of paying the increased fees on the
students, rather than their parents. Since
most IIT graduates land up with rather lucra-
tive jobs, it is only fair that they be asked to
pay for their education at India’s premier
engineering institute.
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Less testing entrance

Towards more equitable intake by IITs

IFE for an engineéring aspirant is tough in the i:ountry. On
an average, he has to take three tests -~ IIT-JEE for IITs,

| AEEEJor Natiooalsinstiiessef Technology (NI Tey ands
~the state test.It causes tremendous stress to students and parents-

alike. The whole system is tilted in favour of those coming from
elite institutions and those who can afford to take extra coaching.
The Joint Council of the Indian Institutes of Technology (IIT) pro-
poses to make the admission process more accessible and equitable
for all by holding an all-India common entrance test for admissions
to all engineering colleges, including the ITs, by 2013.

A merit list would be generated based on combined weightages of
the Class XTI marks and aptitude test scores of students, The apti-
tude test will be part of the national test and will judge a student for
analytical abilities and not subject knowledge. How to evolve a for-
mula by which Class XII marks obtained by students across all 42
boards in India can be equalised is going to be a tall order for the
Indian Statistical Institute (ISI), Kolkata. Much will also depend on
the response of states, some of which are not too keen on the change
— given the complexities and sensitivities involved,

The Joint Council also agreed to raise the fee of IIT students from

the current Rs 50,000 per annum to Rs 2 lakh, but this hike will
not be across the board. Students from the Scheduled Castes,
Scheduled Tribes and Other Backward Classes (except the creamy
layer) are exempted from it. That means only about 25 per cent
students will be affected. A large percentage of them are entitled
to education loan. Equally important is the decision to make the
IITs world class institutions by ensuring that the IIT system will
produce 40,000 Ph.D.s by 2020. The faculty would also be enhanced
to 16,000 with an additional 4,000 to be appointed every year. One
just hopes that these islands of excellence would be allowed to grow
freely and also become beacons for other engineering institutes,
some of which have nothing much to recommend them at the
moment, but are still thriving in a situation of scarcity.

Page 7 of 21



Times of India Chennai
15.09.2011 P-12

ITs plan big
changes, await
govt approval

New Delhi: The II'T Council on
Wednesday decided o have a
common entrance fest for His/
NITS, state government-run and
private  engineering  colleges
from 2013, It also decided o go in
for a complicated fee hike struc-
fure, But, both the decisions are
subject foapproval from the state
gsovernments and the fnance
ministry In case it does not meet
the states’ approval, only His/
NITs — under the central govern-
ment—would have acommon en-
francetest.

The planned fee struchire is
complex. While all students at
the time of admission will pay
the existing fee, after they pass
out 25% of students (other than
SCs/57s/0BCs) who can afford
the hike of Rs 1.5 1akh to Rs 2
lakh suggested by Anil Kakod-
kar committee, would be made
{0 pay the amount o their insti-
tutions ineasy installments,

HRD minister Kapil Sibal
said employvers would pay the
HTs. Under the proposed law,
emplovers wowld cross-check
the validity of certificates from
the government and then the
firms would be told to pay a part
of salary tnn
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IHI'T plan to
limit subsidy

BASANT KUMAR

New Delhi, Sept 14: The IIT
Council today decided that su-
bsidy on tuition fees for B. Te-
ch courses should be given on-
Iy to those students who pur-
sue research and take up teac-
hing jobs.

The council, chaired by
human resource development
minister Kapil Sibal, consid-
ered the report of the Anil
Kakodkar committee that had
suggested that operational
cost for running the B. Tech
courses shouid be covered by
raising the fees. At present,
students pav Rs 30,000 as annu-
al tuition fee. The operational
cost per student comes to
about Rs2iakh avearn

The council today decided
that starting from 2013, stu-
dents woudd have to pay the
balance Rs6lakh if they take
up & non-teaching job after
graduation.

Scheduled Caste and
Scheduled Tribe students,
who do not have to pay any
fees now, and students from
poor families who are on
scholarship or have been
granted interest subsidy loans
will however be exempt.

Students who study for M.
Tech and Ph.D and take up
teaching after that would not
have to pay the Rs 6 1akh.

“The intention is to attract
the IIT students to teaching
and research,” Sibal said, add-
ing thev expected the number
of PhDs to go up from 1060 2
vear now to 16,600 in 2020,

The government will track
each B.Tech graduate through
its proposed electronic data-

base of certificates. The min-
istrv has prepared a draft Na-
tional Academic Depository
Bill that could be introduced
in the winter session.

“We hope the national dep-
psifory will be in place by 2013
Once the certificates areputin
DMAT format, we will know iff
any student is joining any job
after completion of the course.
Then we will ask the emplover
fo pav Rs 6 iakh to the IIT for
that student,” Sibal said.

The decision will have to
be approved by the finance
ministry

Academic Prof Yashpal
welcomed the idea: “Thisisa
good decision which aims to
atiract B.Tech holders to
teaching and research.”

Single exam

The council also agreed that
there should be a singie en-
trance test for all engineering
institutes from 2013, The pro-
posed single exam will give
weightage to Class X1 marks.

Since there are abouf 40
senior secondary boards with
different assessment systems,
a comnitiee under science
and technology secretary T.
Ramasami has suggested afor-
mula for normalisation of
marks., “The formuia is based
on percentile syvstem under
which the score obtained by
the topper of each board will
be considered 100 per cent and
accordingly the score of other
students wouldd be calculated,”
{IT Guwzhati director Gaw
tam Baruah said.

Sibalsaid he would take up
the matter of a single exam
with the states before a “final
decision”.
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Engineering solutions
~ iIT fee-hike paves way to hike other fees as well

he fact that the HRD ministry’s decision to hike the fees for
Tthe OTsfour-fold, from the current¥2lakh to¥glakh (thecost
* of delivering the education) hasn’t met much opposition is
telling. Partly, ithastodo with thefact that the ¥6lakh subsidy is to

- be got from potential employers over the years and not upfront -

. fromthe students. The ideaof a‘demat’ degreeisan innovative one
and what it means is that potential employees can check online on
" the degrees and, probably, the *subsidy due’ column linked to the
degree. The muted criticism of the move, and the decision of some
IIMs to hike fees in 2010, suggests that, in keeping with rising
salariesallaround, the higher fee doesn’t pose asmuch of anextra
pinchonthe walletasthe governmentbelieves, Tt also suggeststhat

the government’s indecision when it comes to raising university |

fees—on the belief that the people will protest—is unwarranted; it
could very well raise the fees of all government-run universities.

. Indeed, the Kirit Parikh committee had also suggested a similar |

methodfor cuttingpetroleumsubsidies—freeze the subsidyasona
particular date and, based on annual per capita income growth,
hikethepriceeachyear,

The idea of a single engineering test is a good one, though the -

idea of including Class 12 results doesn’t seem as sound since the

proposal includes finding a method to ‘normalise’ the results of .

different board exams across the country. Hopefully, the increased
fee and some of the other measures proposed by the Kakodkar

committee-the fee hike stems from this—for autonomy for the
I1Ts will also incentivise the IIT's to fill in the yawning gaps in the -

. faculty, ranging between 15% and 40% in different IITs. A higher

feeforan T isall very well, but when their guality is slipping each
- year—there is now no IIT among the top 500 universmes in the
3 world—-it does seemabit unfaix ,
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“Single-test pcy tor engg colleges flawed’

Akshaya Mukul | ThN

New Delhi; An analysis of
the T Ramaswami cominit-
tee report on JEE reforms,
proposing a single entrance
test for all engineering col-
leges (including IITs, NITs
and private institutions)
throughout the country, ex-
poses many flaws.

This and other recom-
mendations of the commit-
tee were accepted by the IIT
Council at its meeting on
Wednesday subject to the ap-
proval of the state govern-
ments and thefinance minis-
try The report says
weightage would be given to
class 12 marks and a SAT-
kind of test would be held.
But the entire proposal is
based on a survey of class12
results of just four boards -
CBSE, ISC, Tamil Nadu and
West Bengal — though there
are a total of 42. Orfly 2,000

The proposal is based on a survey
of class 12 results of just 4 boards,
though there are a total of 42

people were surveyed out of
which 66% were in favour of
factoring in the perform-
ance in school boards and
34% were not. Out of those
who were not in favour, 45%
said board examinations do
not assess capability and

30% feared non-uniformity

However, 85% of those sur-

veyed supported the concept
of asingleentrancetest.

“If there was a big
enough sampling, these per-
centages would have in-
creased significantly, thus,
making a mockery of using
class XII scores for admis-
sions,” a senior IIT function-
ary said. He also raised con-
cerns about the process,
especially with regard to the
fairness of the testing meth-
odolegy, pointing out that al-
ready there were large scale
irregularities inthe JEE.

When the Damodar
Acharya Committee first
suggested the proposal of
“normalization’ of class 12
marks across boards, it was
opposed by many state
boards on the ground that it
was not easy to do. They had
also said that institutions
like BITS, Pilani, and the
Graduate Aptitude Test for
Engineeringhad aban’doned

thenormalization system.In
2007, a three judge bench of
the Supreme Court (Sanjay
Singh vs UP PSC), while
“demonstrating the anoma-
lies/absurdities arising
from scaling (normaliza-
tion)”, had concluded that
“there are number of meth-
ods of statistical scaling
{normalization), some sim-
ple and some complex. Each
method or system has its
merits and demerits and can
be adopted only under some
certain conditions or mak-

- ingcertain assumptions.”

A comparison of the
Acharya Committee report
on JEE reforms and the Ra-
masamy committeg shows
there is a confusion on what
model is best suited, Also, it
is not clear how shiftingto a
new system would take away
the dominance of coaching
centres.

The Acharya Committee

had suggested a single for-
mula of JEE that included a
weighted sum of the class 12
result and an aptitude test,
The Ramaswamy panel has
given six options with many
vdriations. Acharya said on-
1y the class 12 marks should
be used, while Ramasamy
said it could be class 12 alone
orbothclass10and12.

“The Ramasamy propos-
al is not a concrete proposal,
it is basically exploration of
all the possible options,” the
director of anewIITsaid. He
said, “With the new propos-
als, there would be multiple
coachings, to be started
much early, for class 10,12, an
advancetest,andanaptitude
test.” He also feared that the
ultimate scenario would be
cut-throat competition in
class 10 and 12. “Even with
100%, a student will not able
to get an IT seat of his
choice,” he said.
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RS disorder costs

Upper House Was
Supposed To Bring
IISER Under NIT Act

Akshaya Muku! | tan

New Delhi: Freguent disruptions of
Parliament has cost over 80 students of
the prestigious Indian Institute of Sci-
ence Education & Research (IISER) in
Pune and Kolkata dearly HSERs were to
bemadepartof the National Institutesof
Technology Act but the amendment bill
could not be passed in Rajyva Sabha after
receiving the nod in Lok Sabha. The im-
mediate fallout is students of thetwo lIS-
ERs wil not get thelr MSe degree for
which they toiled for five years.

The HSERs in Pune and Kolkata were
opened in 2006 as centres of excellence {o
promote study and innovation in science,
In Pune, 42 students fook admission while
44 did so in Kolkata, In 2007, IISER was
opened in Mohali and in Bhopal and Thi-
ruvananthapuramin 2008.

V S Rao, officiating registrar of IIS-
ER, Pune, told TOIL, “Students in both
the institutes have been given provi-
sional certificates, Qutof 42students in
Pune, 40 have got jobs andadmissionfor
further studies but the final certificate
will be needed.” Sanjay Dhande, direc-
tor, H'E-Kanpur and senate member of
HSER, Pune, said, “A way ot has to be

found. Future of students will suffer” -

=i

1ISER is a registe:

. y and
cannot award degrees, much like
the 1{Ms. Instifutes established
through an Act of Parliament {like
HTs, NiTs, AIIMS), or having a
university status from the UGC can
award degrees

An official said what shudents have
beengiven provisionally isonlyacertif
icate and not a degree that was
promised.

The HRD ministrviscontemplating
an ordinance. Legal opinion is being
sought, sources said. But HSER-Kolka-
ia’s claim on s website that if isanau-
fonomous institntionawarding s own
degrees has created confusion. IISERs
are registered societies and cannot
awarddegreeson theirown. Education-
alinstitutesestablished throughan Act
of Parliament (dike IFTs, NITs, AIHIMS),
or havingauniversity (may bedeemed,

10 be deemed ete) status from UGC or

state governments can award degrees.
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1A LNTS (Y ATIDEAEXCHANGE, STSTEPHEN'S STUDENTS QUESTION MINISTER ON ISSUES RANGING FROM ANNATO SEMESTERS TO POST OFFICE BANKING ¢

Aiyar’s BA Pass remark an insult to student community: Sibal

NANDINI THILAK &
NAVEED IQBAL
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 15

FORMER Minister Mani
Shankar Aiyar’s dispataging re-
marks about a “BA Pass student
from Hans Raj College” drew
criticism from his Congress col-
league and Union Human Re-
source Development Minister
Kapil Sibal who on Thursday said
itwas “an insult to the entire stu-
dent community”,

“Not just to Hans Raj, it is an
insult to the entire student com-
munity,” Sibal said while fielding
aquestion at an Idea Exchange
programme organised by The
Indian Express at St. Stephen’s

College, Sibal’s alma mater.
Lastweek, Aiyar, also a former
student of St, Stephen’s, had said
he could not believe that a BA
Pass student from Hans Raj Col-
lege could use words like ‘di-
chotomous’ in an official letter.
The letter referred to was written
by Sports Minister Ajay Maken,
analumnus of Hans Raj College.
Askedif he considered English

an eltitist language, Sibal said

that such reactions are provoked
in India because English is often
given preference over Hindi, “We
don’t give the kind of emphasis
we should to Hindi. Everyone
should learn English, Hindi and
their mother tongue,” he said.
St. Stephen’s students ques-

At the Idea Exchange at St. Stephen’s on Thursday. Ravi kanOsiA

tioned the Minister on issues
ranging from Anna Hazare’s sit-in
to semesters in Delhi University
to plans for introduction of bank-
ing services through post offices.

Sibal said his Ministry was
launching pilot projects of the
National Vocation Education
Qualification Framework.
(NVEQF) in schools in Haryana
and West Bengal. Students will
start vocational training in area-
specific vocational subjects from
ClassIX and will be awarded cet-
tificates in Class XII, he said.

He reiterated his support for
the plan to exempt IIT students
who join the institutes as faculty
or researchers from paying back
fees, and proposed more mea-

sures, including allowing third-
year B Tech students to pursue
research leading to PhDs to pre-
vent students from fleeing to for-
eign universities for research
work after completing their B
Tech from IT'TS.

For students at the Idea Ex-
change, the free-wheeling inter-
action was a novel experience.

“The event was interesting. In-
stead of the Minister giving a lec-
ture, as is usually done, it was an
open interaction,” said Vanshika
Kant, a second-year History Ho-
nours student. “The idea is amaz-
ing, but I wasn’t happy with the
way he responded to some ques-
tions,” said Sucharita Saha, a first-
year Economics Honours student,
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$35bn Nasa plan:
Most powerful
rocket in history

Washington: To soar far
away from Earth and evenon
to Mars, Nasa has dreamed
up the world’s most powerful
rocket, a behemoth that bor-
rows from the workhorse lig-
uid-fuel rockets that sent
Apollo missions into space
four decades ago.

But with a price tag that
some estimate at $35 billion,
it maynot fly with Congress.

Nasaadministrator Char-
les Bolden on Wednesday un-
veiled the general plans for
its rocket design, called the
Space Launch System.

The multibillion-dollar
program would carry astro-
nauts in a capsule on top, and
the first mission would be 10
years off if all goes as plan-
ned. Unmanned test launch-
esareexpectedfrom Cape Ca-
naveral, Fla, in six years.

Calling it the “largest,
most powerful rocket built”,
Nasa’s exploration and oper-
ations chief, William Ger-
stenmaier, said the rocket
will be tough to construct.
But when Nasa does it, “we’ll
have a capability to go be-
yond low-Earth orbit like no
other nation does here on
Earth,” he said. The rocket

Final frontier: First
commercial space
is just a year away

usiness magnate Richard

Branson hopestalauncha
vesselinto space withinthe
next 12 months, kicking offan
era of commercial space
travel. “The mother ship is
finished... The rocket tests are
going extremely well, and so |
think that we're now ontrack
foralaunchwithin 12 months
oftoday,” he said. “This could
be the beginning of a whole

new era of space travel, which -

will be commercial space
travel.” His company, Virgin
Galactic, hopes to one day
send peopleintospaceand
launch satellites forafraction
of the cost of government-run
programs. Arp

resembles those Nasa relied
on before, but even its small-
est early prototype will have
10% more thrust than the Sat-
urn V that propelled Apollo
astronauts to the moon.
When it is built to its fuller
size, it will be 20% more pow-
erful, Gerstenmaier said. as
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# The mega-
rocket, blandly
named the
Space Launch
System,
embodies the
space agency’s
enduring desire
to aim far and
dream big

solar system — to the

moon and beyond, to
asteroids, eventually to Mars —
Nasa unveiled plans on
Wednesday for' a behemoth
rocket that would serve as the
backbone of its human space-
flight programme for decades.

The finished rocket would be
the most powerful ever to rise
from the gravitational bonds of
earth,

“We're investing in technolo-
gles to live and work in space,
and it sets the stage for visiting
asteroids and Mars,” the Nasa

T o push farther out into ther

administrator, Maj. Gen.
Charles F. Bolden Jr., said at a
press conference in
Washington.

The megarocket, blandly
named the Space Launch

System, embodies the space
agency’s enduring desire to aim
far and dream big. But it also
reflects a shrinking of near-
term ambitions as budget cut-
ters seek to rein in federal
spending. Just two years ago,
Nasa had hoped to build an even
larger rocket that would take
astronauts back to the moon
and set up an outpost there.
With money more limited, the
pace of progress will be much
‘slowe¥:’ thanutduring  Nasa’s
~Apollo-heydayin the1960s, ~0
' William 'H. ‘Gerstenmdier,’ the
agency’s associate administra-
tor for human exploration, said
Nasa expected to devote $3 bil-
lion a year to the effort, or a
total of about $18 billion over
the next six years.

That would be enough to finish
a rocket capable of lifting 70
metric tons into orbit; the
largest unmanned rockets cur-
rently available can lift about
one-third that much. The first
unmanned test flight is sched-
uled for 2017.

The design would evolve to
larger versions that could lift up
to 130 metric tons. (The Saturn

Asian Age ND 16/09/2011

Nasa unveils new rocket design

An illustration of Nasa’s planned Orion Multipurpose Crew Vehicle (above) shows possible destinations

P-14

for future astronauts beyond the earth’s otbit, including the moon, an astercid and Mars. On the right is
the new space launch system design.

V rocket that powered the
Apollo Moon exploration pro-
gram could lift 120 metric tons.)

In contrast to the previous pro-
gramme, Constellation, which
set a very specific goal —
returning to the moon by 2020 —
Nasa has yet to decide destina-
tions or deadlines for what it
would do with its new rocket.

“We've talked conceptually
about multiple destinations,”
Mr Gerstenmaier said. “We talk
about an asteroid in 2025. We
talk about Mars being the ulti-
mate destination.”

More details would be worked
out over the next year. “We can
do pretty exciting missions with
the capability that we’ve got,”
Mr Gerstenmaier said.

Congressional backers of the
National Aeronautics and Space
Administration hailed the
announcement as resolving a
stand-off between Congress and
the White House over the

agency’s future. In. February .

In 2010, Congress passed, and
President Obama signed into
law, a blueprint for the space
agency calling for a rocket like
the one announced on
Wednesday, But Nasa missed
deadlines for announcing how it
would carry out the plan.

In frustration, the Senate
Committee on Commerce,
Science and Transportation,
where Senator Hutchison
serves as ranking member, even
issued a subpoena to Nasa
demanding information.

The unveiling of the heavy-lift
rocket was a victory for Ms
Hutchison and Senator Bill
Nelson, the Florida Democrat
who is chairman of the com-
merce committee’s science and
space subcommittee,

Texas is home to Nasa’s
Mission Control and Florida is
where Nasa’s rockets are
launched from. The two sena-
tors played key roles in writing
the Nasa blueprint and outlin-

£2010;"the Obama administratiodilt ing iy speoificsof the rocket
had: propoged ‘asradical shift in+ they wanted Nasato build, lead-

space' exploration, -cancelling
the Constellation programme
and deferring any decision on a
replacement for five years.

But the administration
retreated under Congressional
pressure, first reviving the crew
capsule from the Constellation
programme and now proposing
a heavylift rocket that looks
like Constellation’s slimmer
sibling.

“This is a day we’ve been look-
ing forward to for a long time,”
said Senator Kay Bailey
Hutchison, a Texas Republican.
“We wish it had been sooner, of
course.”

ing critics té sarcastically-call it
the Senate Launch System.

The anhouncement took place
‘We're investing in
technologies to live
and work in space,
and it sets the stage

jor visiting asteroids

and Mars,’ Nasa
administrator Maj.
Gen. Bolden i said

— Nasa

on Capitol Hill, not Nasa head-
quarters, and at the press con-
ference it was Senator Nelson
who spoke first for five minutes,
describing the characteristics
and capabilities the rocket.

For his part, General Bolden
said, “I'm the administrator and
not the expert at Nasa” and
deferred technical questions to
a subsequent telephone press
conference that Mr
Gerstenmaier held.

Critics note that Nasa has
announced ambitious rocket
plans before, only to cancel
them as costs escalated and
schedules slipped.

“Yes, there will be budget
cuts,” said James Muncy, a
space policy consultant. “Yes, it
will be stretched out. Yes, it will
have problems. And yes, it will
fall apart.”

The Constellation programme,
unveiled in 2005, spent more
than $10 billion and flew one

. prototype rocket before .it. was
~eancelled. Wi v .
- 1 dohn- Grunsfeld; thesformer
*' astronaut ‘who flew-on-several
space shuttle missions to repair
the Hubble Space Telescope and
is now deputy director of the
Space  Telescope  Science
Institute, said: “The only good
thing about the initiative is that
Nasa is moving on something,
and that the jobs are preserved.
It also means we’ll have this dis-
cussion again in two years.”

To speed development and
control costs, the design is
based on pieces from the just-
retired shuttles and the can-
celled Constellation  pro-
gramme. The first stage is an
elongated shuttle fuel tank, and

At

e

.

it would use the same rocket
engines as the shuttles. For the
initial test flights, two solid
rocket boosters — stretched ver-
sions of what flew on the shut-
tles - would provide additional
thrust.

Nasa also announced plans for
a competition to design more
powerful boosters, each provid-
ing 3.9 million to 5 million
pounds of thrust, for the more
.powerful version of the rocket..

1.uTheschedule hoyond the. first:

“test flight dependg=on- future
‘budgets. The first rocket that-is
to fly in 2017 will consist of a sin-
gle stage.

Internal Nasa documents sug-
gest that if the space agency’s
budget remains flat, providing
about $41 billion from 2012
through 2025, Nasa will not be
able to do much work on the sec-
ond stage, needed to increase
the lift capability, until after
2017, and the first manned flight
would not occur until 2021,

Subsequent flights would
occur only once every year or
twoe, and the final version, capa-
ble of lifting 130 metric tons,
would not be completed for two
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decades.
With more money, perhaps as
much as $62 billion over the
‘next 14 years, the agency esti-
mated that the first manned
flight could be moved up by
three years and the 130-metric-
ton rocket could be available by
2021, It could fly up to two mis-
sions a year and still have
enough to start developing the
necessary pieces for a mission
v 1o an asteroid, like a deep-space
.nitabitat —_essentially a liying
« room for a#ronauts during long
- Space trips.

Senator Hutchison said there
was now broad support from the
administration and both parties
in Congress on the space explo-
ration plan,

She said even among the
ardent budget cutters in her
party, “they have not cut the
core mission of Nasa, because
they see that as part of the
American spirit and most cer-
tainly part of the American
economy and America’s nation-
al security where we cannot
afford to be in second place.”

By arrangement with
the New York Times
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NASA unveils new plans

Rocketing to the great beyond

T will take a giant rocket to move the National Aeronautics and
ISpace Administration (NASA) back to the moon and beyond,
eventually to Mars. NASA has announced that the unimagina-
tively titled Space Launch System will replace the Space Shuttle pro-
gramme that has been discontinued, but it will take time to devel-
op this rocket, whose capability and range are expected to be aug-
mented in time. The new rocket will take space watchers to the old
days of the Saturn rockets which were used to carry the Apollo astro-
nauts to the moon in the late 1960s. However, unlike the 1960s, when
NASA enjoyed a virtual carte blanch and huge funding while the
US and the erstwhile USSR raced to be the first on the moon, the
space agency is now facing many budget cuts. ~
. Many eyebrows were raised when the space shuttle Atlantis touched
down on earth after its final foray into space earlier this year, and there
was no viable replacement in sight Now that plans have been announced,
and funding made available, NAS A will have to deliver a reliable rock-
et, within the schedule it has announced. The new rocket system is

planned around many parts including the distinctive fuel tanks, of the

space shuttle. It will use liquid hydrogen and liquid oxygen engines.
NASA has been caught in the crossfire of political rivals in Wash-
ington. This has cost the US space programme, which was, in any case,
suffering from lack of direction. Alt American astronauts manning the
International Space Station have to be sent aloft and brought back via
Russian Soyuz rockets. Last month, an unmanned cargo mission
crashed, apparently because of a faulty valve. A powerful reliable rock-
et will go a long way in helping the US achieve its goals of explor-
ing deep into the universe by sending astronauts and thus seeking more
understanding of the world beyond our reach at present.
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~ ISRO’s 2™ space port
will be a polar shift’?

Madhumathi DsS.

Bangalore, Sept. 15
The national space agency
may be planning to separate
its two satellite launchers
fully or partially and move
some or all polar or PSLV
launches to a new second site
when - or if — it happens in
the coming years.

The seed of a second space
port has been sown after the
Prime Minister’s office green-
flagged a feasibility study for
it earlier this month.

ISRO’s lone space port, the
Satish Dhawan Space Centre
at Sriharikota in coastal-
Andhra Pradesh, launches
the smaller PSLV and the
heavier GSLV rockets.

Last week, DrK.
Radhakrishnan, ISRO’s
Chairman and Secretary,
Department of Space,
indicated thatasecond -
launch complex, still 2
thought now, could work for
polar launches, mainly to put
in orbit national remote-
sensing satellites and small
foreign spacecraft in a low-
Earth orbit (LEQ) for a fee. It
would be part of the 12th Plan
that begins next year.

However, the
geostationary satellites —
2-tonne-plus
communications that are
slotted in medium orbits
36,000 km away from ground
— would remain with SDSC,

TACIT MOVES

Inrecent years, ISRO is
increasingly, but tacitly,
building and launching Earth

‘Steering high: A view of

ISRO, Sriharikota (file
photo). ‘

observation satellites for the
military, for full or partial
use. They are put in pole-to-
pole motion in LEOs 400-
600 km away.

One learned view is thata
new launch complex could
be located further North of
SDSC, so that it would be
closer to the MoD’s Balasore
test range in the
neighbouring Orissa.

SDSC, formerly SHAR,
was built in the 1970s and has
made incremental
investments, including a Rs
300-crore second launch pad
in the 2000s. It now plans a
third pad. .

TIME-TAKING PROCESS

To build a new complex from
scratch along with its
tracking, telemetry,
command centres and an
on-site solid propellant plant
could take many years and Rs

10,000-20,000 crore. There

wasno ofﬁcxal confirmation

on this.

Within the country, SDSC,
located on the eastern Bay of
Bengal coast on a reclaimed
island two hours or 70 km by
road from Chennai, is
considered the best location
te prevent rocket stage
debris from falling on
residential places during
launches. It now falls into the
Bay.

. Mr M.C. Dathan, Director
of SDSC, told Business Line,
“Theoretically, ifwego
slightly towards the North
(of Sriharikota) there will be
an advantage of steering the
polar launcher. We can geta
payload benefit (or capability
to lift an additional) 300 kg
orso.”

Asecond complex could
be warranted for certain
flights when the number of
launches increases in a few
years, hesaid. . )

Mr Dathan said SDSC's
two pads can handle eight
launches ayear. “If pressed,
they can do a couple of more .
launches in ten available ,
months,

Before every satellite is
sent up, the launch pad needs
a 45-day pre-launch
‘campaign’ and a15-day
gost—launch refurbishing of

urnt-out systems.

According to Mr Dathan,
“The constraint is not the
launch complex, but the
production of the stages. We
are enhancing this capability |
of the industrial partners.”
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Sheila does a
U-turn, lauds
engineers now

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: Chief minister Shei-
la Dikshit on Thursday showered
praizes on enginesrs for helping
buld “world-class  infrasiruc-
ture” in the city in the run-up to
the Commonwealth Games.

The generous words of praise
came 15 days after the CM put the
onusforclearancesand allotment
of tenders for projectson officers-
in-charge and said the cabinet led
by her was only responsible for
policy decisions related to Games
projects. The CM made this state-
ment in the assembly during the
monsoon session which conchad-
ed on September 5.

i

| AMCLEAM

She said infrastructure
developed would have
otherwise taken 7-8
years. She was
addressing a seminar
organized by the
Institute of Civil
Engineers (India)

Speakingatthe Delhi Assemb-
ly on August 20, Dikshit had
washed her hands off any alleged
wrongdoings in award of con-
tracts or in tender process for
Games projects saving various
technical committees of officials
and experts were set up to tale de-
cisionson such issues.

Addressing a seminar orga-
nized by the Institute of Civil En-
gineers (India) on Thursday chief
minister =aid, “The infrastrue-
ture developed would have other-
wise talen seven-eight wyears,
Considering the mflux of people
into Delhi from other states, the
city will require more and more
uldings, roads, flyovers, honses

P o T T R T S,
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to the demand. Therefore, new
technologiesare essential for sus-
tainable futuristic infrastruc-
ture.”
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our search for the right interna.
tional institution ends here. Ed-
wise has organised an education
fair that will start from September 23 at
The Park hotel from 10.30am toS.30pm. Top
universities from six countries will partic-
' ipate in the fair and will be offering on the
spot offers, interaction and admissions.

some of the leading UK Universities
that will be attending the fair are Anglia
Buskin University, Birmingham City Uni-
versity Coventry University, De Montfort
Iniversity, Liverpool Hope University,
Liverpool John Moores University, Uni-
versity of Essex, University of Glamor-
gan and University of Salford. From the
TS A, iniversities like Hult International
Business School, New York Fillm Acade-
my, University of Massachusetts (Boston),
Miversity  of Massachusetts (Dart-
moutly, University of Massachusetts
iLowell) and Western Kentucky Universi-
tv will be participating.

Universities from Canada that will he
participating are — Algonquin College,
Centennial College, Fleming College, Fras-
er International College, George Brown
College, International College of Kanito-
ba. Memorial University of Newfound-
land, and Thompson Bivers University

Universities like Blue Mountains In-
ternational Hotel Management School,
Curtin University, La Trobe University,
Think: Education Group, University

A

A
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Of Western Svdney and The University
Of MNew Castle will be coming in from
Australia. While Curtin Singapore, East
Asia Institute of Management, James
Cook University, Management Develop-
ment Institute of Singapore and Singa-
pore Institute of Management will be
representing Singapore,

Edwisa represents over 450 universities
across 14 countries, Edwise India’s over-
geas education consultants and the organ-
isers have been assisting students for 1ast
21 wvears for pursuing studies abroad.
Thev give personalised help in almost
evervthing ranging from application to
admission, free counselling and free ap-
plication processing.

Student queries related to courses,
visa, scholarships, loans, ete will be an-
swered by these delegates in the inform-
ative seminars that will be held every
hour. Some [nstitutes also provide appli-
cation fee waiver up to TI5.000) and
scholarships ar spot admissions for oom-
plete applications.

Preregistration with Edwise is essen-
tial for personal interview with universi-
tv delegates. Aspiring candidates can reg-
ister for the event and bring academic
originals with five sets of photocopies for
Jan 2012 spot offers before September 21,

For free regisirafion please ool 4700
2337 or sms; “ED WX to 56070,
Visit ww worldedu catin Rfodroon
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